


Educational Attainment

The table and chart below present data on the educational attainment of the population
obtained from the 1990 and 2000 Census. Educational attainment refers to the highest
level of education completed in terms of the highest degree or the highest level of
schooling completed.

College graduates comprised 32.1 percent of the population in Knox County in 2000. This
compares to 30.2 percent for the state. The number of residents in Knox County with at
least a high school education rose from 20028 (80.8%) to 24758 (87.5%) between 1990
and 2000.

Educational Attainment of the Population Age 25 and Over

Knox County Maine
1990 2000 1990 2000

Population, Age 25+ 24778 28303 795613 869893
Less than High School 4750 3545 168460 127288
No schooling completed 97 4351
Less than High School 3448 122937
High School graduate (or equiv.) 9593 10306 295074 314600
Some college, no degree 3959 5353 127799 165111
Some college, <1 1746 55448
Some college, 1+ yrs, no degree 3607 109663
College Degree 6476 9099 204280 262894
Associate degree 1570 1676 54928 63934
Bachelor's degree 3414 4833 100788 129992
Graduate or Professional Degree 1492 2590 48564 68968
Master's degree 1776 46575
Professional degree 560 15156
Doctorate 254 7237
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Median Household Income

The table and chart below report median household income for the county, state and

U.S. Household income data were obtained from the U.S. Census. These data are pre-tax
and include all sources of income (e.g., wages/salaries, Social Security, public assistance,
etc.). Median household income represents the midpoint of income for all households in the
county.

The income data are reported in both current (or nominal) and constant (or real) dollars.
Current dollars represent the level of income reported by the Census, while constant dollars
have been adjusted for inflation using the Consumer Price Index. In general, constant dollar
measures are better for making comparisons over time, since they account for changes in
purchasing power due to changes in the price of goods and services over time.

Median Household Income, 1980, 1990 & 2000

In Current Dollars In Constant 2000 Dollars

1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000
Knox County $12113 $25405 $36774 $24672 $33249 $36774
Maine $13816 $27854 $37240 $28141 $36454 $37240
u.S. $16647 $30056 $41994 $33907 $39336 $41994

In 2000, the median household income in Knox County was $36774. This is 98.7 percent of
Maine's and 87.6 percent of the nation's median household income.

In real terms, median household income in Knox County rose 49.1 percent from 1980 to

2000. Over the same time period, median household income rose 32.3 percent statewide
and 23.9 percent nationally.

Median Household Income, 1980-2000
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Population

The table below shows the total population reported by the U.S. Census Bureau for Knox
County, and the state of Maine in 1980, 1990 and 2000. It also reports the percent change
in population over the time period. Between 1980 and 2000, population in Knox County grew
20.3 percent, and the state population grew 13.4 percent

Population, 1980-2000

Population Percent Change
1980 1990 2000 '80-'90 '90-'00 '80-"00
Knox County 32941 36310 39618 10.2 9.1 20.3
Maine 1124660 1227928 1274923 9.2 3.8 13.

The table below shows the number and percent of the population who live in urban and rural
areas. The criteria for defining urban areas were based on population density of census
blocks and block groups in 2000. Census blocks are typically small geographical areas
bounded by city streets, however in more rural areas, census blocks may contain several
square miles. A block group is a cluster of census blocks containing between 600 and 3,000
people. One effect of this definition is that cities, which in previous census had no rural
population by definition, may now be comprised of both rural and urban residents.

Rural and Urban Population, 2000

Knox County Maine
Age Group n % n %
Total Population 39618 1274923
Urban 15196 38.4 512592 40.2
Rural 24422 61.6 762331 59.8
Farm 355 0.9 11016 0.9
NonFarm 24067 60.7 751315 58.9
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School Enrollment

These data, obtained from the decennial Census, report the school enrollment for the popualtion
age 3 and older. The Census defines school enrollment as enrollment in regular school, either public
or private, which includes nursery school, kindergarten, elementary school, and schooling which
leads to a high school diploma or college degree.

2000 School Enrollment (Population Age 3 and Up)

Knox County
Population, Age 3+ 38394
Enrolled in nursery, preschool 492
Public 256
Private 236 Population Enrolled in School, 2000
Enrolled in kindergarten 567
Public 454 T |
Private 113
Grade 1-4 2078 Knox County
Public 1880
Private 198 ]
Grade 5-8 2163
Public 1949 '
Private 214 i
Grade 9-12 2100
Public 1942 i
Private 158
College, undergraduate 942 s I’ P I’ £ |/ vl
Public 696 0% 30% 60%  90%  120%
Private 246
Graduate/Professional School 204 Enrolled B Not enrolled
Public 151
Private 53
Non enrolled in school 29848

School Enrollment, 1980 to 2000

Knox County
1980 1990 2000
Enrolled in School 8546
Nursery or Preschool 700 492
Elementary, High School 5691 6908
College 1269 1146
Not in School 27255 29848




Composition of Total Employment

This section describes the current size and other characteristics of total
employment in the county. Total employment includes jobs held by wage and
salary workers, sole proprietors, and partners in all farm and nonfarm industries.
The reported employment values include jobs held by workers residing within the
county as well as jobs held by workers commuting into the county from
surrounding areas. These job counts do not distinguish between full-time and
part-time jobs.

In 2002, total employment in the county measured 28225 jobs. Wage and salary
employment represented 67.7 percent of these jobs, and the remaining 32.3
percent were held by sole proprietors and partners. Statewide, wage and salary
employment averaged 78.9 percent of total jobs, and the national average was
82.3 percent.

Composition of Total Employment, 2002

Tvoe of Job Knox County Maine U.S.
yp Jobs Percent Percent Percent
Wage and salary 19119 67.7% 78.9% 82.3%
Proprietors 9106 32.3% 21.1% 17.7%
Total 28225 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Farm 248 0.9% 1.3% 1.8%
Nonfarm 27977 99.1% 98.7% 98.2%
Total 28225 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Total farm jobs, including farm proprietors and wage and salary workers on
farms, numbered 248 in 2002. This value represented 0.9 of total employment in
the county. The average state and national farm employment percentages were
1.3 percent and 1.8 percent, respectively.



