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Purpose of This Training

● Show you how to find the basic rules that apply to federal 
contracting.

● To help you learn how the federal rules are structured, and where 
to find them.

● Understanding these Federal rules will give you insights into how 
most state and local governments handle their contracts, too.
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● FAR = Federal Acquisition Regulation. 

● The FAR is the set of regulations governing all acquisitions and 

contracting procedures for most departments and agencies in the 

Federal government. 

● The FAR is 2,000 pages in length

What is the FAR?
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● First, an overview of the FAR

● Why the FAR is important for anyone who wants to win a federal 

contract

● Explaining the FAR’s purpose, structure and use

● Learning how to navigate the FAR

What Are We Going to Cover?
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● July 27, 2000 – Congress passed the “Equity in Contracting for Women 

Act.”

● March 4, 2010 – After much study, the SBA proposed a rule to 

implement the Woman Owned Small Business program.

● October 7, 2010 – After receiving public comment, the SBA proposed a 

final rule.

● February 4, 2011– Effective date of SBA proposed rule.

● These new rules were not officially effective until the SBA and the 

(Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council) FAR Council worked out 

the implementing details which now appear at FAR Subpart 19.15.

Example of “Rulemaking”



7

Acquisition begins when a federal agency establishes its needs, and

includes a description of the requirements, the solicitation, selection of 

sources, award of contracts, payments, contract performance, contract 

administration, and contract close-out.

In short, acquisition includes every step taken to acquire goods or 

services.

How is the Acquisition Process Regulated?

What Does “Acquisition” Mean?
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• It’s a rule book that most federal agencies must use when 

acquiring goods and services.

• Places limits on agencies’ authority to purchase using funds 

appropriated by Congress.

• Generally, requires “full and open competition.”

The Federal Acquisition Regulations
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• The FAR was authorized by the Office of Federal Procurement Policy 

Act of 1974 as a part of the creation of the Office of Federal 

Procurement Policy (OFPP).  

• It was not until April 1, 1984 that the first edition of the FAR was 

published in final form.

• The FAR is updated and amended nearly every month.

A Few FAR Facts
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How the FAR is 
Arranged

• The FAR is Chapter 1 in Title 48 
of the Code of Federal 
Regulations.

• The first division of the FAR is a 
subchapter.

• There are 8 subchapters in the 
FAR,  A through H.

• The next division of the FAR is 
the part.

• There are 53 parts in the FAR, 
each covering a separate aspect of 
the acquisition process.
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The following example 

illustrates the make-up of a 

FAR number citation:

25.108-2

Part 25

Subpart 25.1

Section 25.108

Subsection 25.108-2

The FAR’s Numbering System
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The Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement 

represents how the Defense Department will implement, and 

sometimes supplement, the FAR.  The DFARS contains legal 

requirements, DoD policies, delegations of authority, 

deviations from FAR requirements, and policies and 

procedures that have a significant impact beyond normal 

procedures.

Each branch of service within DoD, plus 22 civilian 

agencies, also have FAR supplements!

The DFARS
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Federal Agencies Have FAR ‘Supplements’



14

FAR supplements issued by agencies both implement and supplement

the FAR. 

• Implementation provides direction on how a rule will be followed 

within a particular agency.

• Supplementation is when the agency adds new content.

• Sometimes, these are deviations from the FAR.

Federal Agencies Have 
“Implementation and Supplementation”
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Learn How To Search

3 Main Ways:

Paper copy – loose leaf or bound

Google or other search engines: Be weary!!

Acquisition Central - http://www.acquisition.gov/far

How Do I Find Something Referenced in the FAR?

http://www.acquisition.gov/far
http://www.acquisition.gov/far
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Searching the FAR
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Each individual FAR Part usually includes:

Scope – A description of what’s covered.

Applicability – What types of acquisitions or to which agencies the rules in the part or 

subpart apply to.

Definitions – Most definitions are in FAR Part 2.  But individual Parts often contain 

definitions that are specific to the part, subpart, section, or subsection.

Policy – Government’s policy pertaining to the part or subpart.

Procedures – How to implement the stated policy/rule.

Solicitation Provisions and Contract Clauses – This is where the provisions and clauses 

for the part or subpart are prescribed.

Basic Orientation to the FAR’s Structure
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• All federal solicitations (bid documents and RFPs) contain 

many references to the FAR and FAR supplements.

• Look-up these references! 

• The more you use the FAR, the easier it becomes.

• The better you get at researching the FAR, the better 

equipped you will be to bid on, win, and manage a federal 

contract.

Practice Makes Perfect
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Understanding “Conventions”

(FAR Subpart 1.108)

a.Words and terms

b.Delegation of authority

c.Dollar thresholds

d.Application of FAR changes

e.Citations

f.Imperative sentences

Reading and Interpreting the FAR
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Procedure for finding and interpreting a contracting rule:

•Start with a topic …

•Is there a rule in the FAR?

•Is the FAR rule implemented or supplemented by an 

agency supplement?

•Is there a deviation from the FAR or the agency 

supplement?

•Must read FAR, agency supplement, and the deviation 

together. 

The Decision Tree
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What Did We Just Learn?

How the FAR is structured, why it’s important,  and how to search it:

• Regulations and Rulemaking

• The Acquisition Process 

• The FAR’s numbering system

• Agency supplements to the FAR

• FARSite searches

• Interpreting the FAR using “Conventions

SUMMARY
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Understanding and Getting the Most From Your 
BidMatch Profile
Thursday, February 25 10:00am - 11:00am

Upcoming Webinars & More Information

Facebook.com/PTACMaine Twitter.com/MainePTA

C

MainePTAC.org/Events

https://www.facebook.com/ptacmaine/
https://twitter.com/maineptac
https://www.maineptac.org/events/
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Questions & Answers
+ FEEDBACK SURVEY














